
F. Brown, Chair
McCurn, Vice-Chair
Kay
Moloney
Ellinger
LeGris
Sheehan
Kloiber
Worley
Bledsoe

VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA 
Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee 

May 18, 2021 
1:00 P.M. 

(1-3) 

(Kay/B. Early, Et al.) (4-28) 

(LeGris/Poe)  (29-37) 

(McCurn/Plueger) (38-65) 

(McCurn/Albright) (n.a.) 

I. Approval of March 9, 2021 Special Committee Summary

II. Single Use Plastics / Energy Conservation

III. Home Composting – Pilot Proposal

IV. Urban Forestry / Street Trees Update

V. Scott County Landfill

VI. Items Referred to Committee (66) 

“Environmental quality and public works committee to which shall be referred matters relating to the department of environmental 
quality and public works and its divisions, including capital improvement projects and any related partner agencies.- Council Rules & 
Procedures, Section 2.102 (3) as adopted by Urban County Council November 1, 2018 

2021 Meeting Schedule 
January 19 August 24 
February 16 October 19 
April 20 November 17 
May 18 December 7 
June 22 



Special Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee 
Virtual Meeting

March 9, 2021 
Summary and Motions 

Chair F. Brown called the special meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.  Committee Members Kay, Ellinger, 
Moloney, McCurn, LeGris, Sheehan, Kloiber, Worley, and Bledsoe were present. Council Member Plomin 
was also in attendance as a non-voting member.  

F. Brown began the meeting by providing the following statement: “Due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
State of Emergency, this meeting is being held via live video teleconference pursuant to 2020 Senate Bill
150, and in accordance with KRS 61.826, because it is not feasible to offer a primary physical location for
the meeting.”

I. Approval of January 19, 2021 Committee Summary

Motion by Ellinger to approve the January 19, 2021 Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee 
Summary. Seconded by McCurn. The motion passed without dissent.  

II. 2020 Environmental Quality & Public Works Highlights

Chair F. Brown announced that this item would be postponed. 

III. Stormwater Outreach Materials

Angela Poe, Program Manager with Environmental Services provided a review of this item and she spoke 
about the survey which was completed in the summer of 2018. She explained that there are over 30 
new video ads that feature friendly animated characters and they provide specific actions people can 
take.  She explained that the ads will direct people to the LexingtonKy.gov web pages for more 
information on specific topics. She reviewed charts to illustrate how frequently participants fertilize 
their lawn; attitudes toward fertilizer; and knowledge people have about it. She explained the benefits 
that trees provide and reviewed the results of participants who knew if and how rainwater is treated. 
She closed by reviewing the next steps which include translating the ads into Spanish. 

When Plomin asked how the ads are circulated and what media type is used, Poe explained that there is 
a contract with Wiser Strategies that is used to create and place the ads with television stations or 
mainstream radio and 2 or 3 ads are run for 6 weeks at a time. She explained that the placement 
depends on the budget available and she emphasized that television ads are expensive so stormwater 
ads run via OTT (over-the-top) media service via the Internet which is more cost-effective and allows the 
ad to be more specifically targeted. She added that there is also paid advertising through social media 
which is done internally. Plomin asked how often this is done and Poe explained that the education 
efforts are ongoing, but the stormwater survey is done every 5 years. In order to measure the impact of 
the campaign, Plomin asked if the same questions are asked each time and Poe confirmed that other 
than a few adjustments, the survey would be the same. 

McCurn asked about links to web pages and if there is information regarding natural ways to use weed 
and feeds in yards or if it is specifically fertilizer. Poe said the focus is mostly on fertilizer and the proper 
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application, but content is constantly added to the web site. An example, she said, is backyard 
composting which provides a natural way to fertilize and this information could be accessed from the 
lawn care page. Rather than having a lot of additional information to keep track of, she said, there are 
various links that provide expertise in specific areas. McCurn asked if there is a schedule for application 
and Poe said the ads direct people to fertilize in the fall and use herbicides in the spring.  
 
F. Brown asked how many survey responses were received and what the audience was. Poe explained 
that the audience surveyed included people over 20 years of age living in a residence with a yard, 
whether they rented or owned the home. She said the number of responses received exceeded the 
number we targeted for, but she is unsure of that exact number. Jennifer Carey, Division of Water 
Quality, said the target was 500 responses and over 700 responses were received. F. Brown asked if this 
could be done more often and Poe said the issue with that is the time it takes to show the impact.  
 
No further comment or action was taken on this item. 
 

IV. Items Referred to Committee 

Motion by Bledsoe to remove Private Waste Collection Enforcement Options from committee, seconded 
by McCurn. The motion passed without dissent.  
 
Motion by Bledsoe to remove Review of Current Tax District Change Policy from committee (moving it to 
Budget, Finance and Economic Development Committee), seconded by McCurn. The motion passed 
without dissent. 
 
Motion by LeGris to remove Study of Subdivision Infrastructure from committee, seconded by McCurn. 
The motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Bledsoe to remove Artwork on Utility Boxes from committee, seconded by Kloiber. The 
motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Worley to remove Glass Recycling, Recycling Practices, and Recycling Subcommittee from 
committee and replace with one item titled Recycling General Practices, seconded by Ellinger. The 
motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Kay to remove Curbs Pavement Assessment from committee, seconded by LeGris. The motion 
passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Kay to remove NTMP – Radar Speed Feedback Signs from committee, seconded by McCurn. 
The motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Kloiber to remove Kentucky Utilities/LED Streetlight Collaborative from committee, seconded 
by Kay. The motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Kay to remove Stormwater Survey and Stormwater Outreach Materials from committee, 
seconded by LeGris. The motion passed without dissent. 
 
Motion by Sheehan to remove Environmental Education and Citizens’ Environmental Academy from 
committee, seconded by Kloiber. The motion passed without dissent. 
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Motion by Bledsoe to remove Review of Hardware and Software for Route/Trip Optimization from 
committee, seconded by Kloiber. The motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by Kay to remove Review of Sewer Fund – Financial Update from committee, seconded by 
LeGris. The motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by Kay to remove Keep Lexington Beautiful Report from committee, seconded by Kloiber. The 
motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by McCurn to remove Fiber Optic Technology (MetroNet) from committee, seconded by Kay. The 
motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by Moloney to remove Division of Water Quality Projects Update from committee, seconded by 
Kloiber. The motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by Ellinger to adjourn, seconded by Bledsoe. The motion passed without dissent. 
Meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

KJT 03.23.21
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City of Lexington and Fayette County
Empower Lexington

A Plan for a Resilient Community

Lexington is one of the most beautiful places in the world, and we have taken steps as a community to 
preserve this unique environment. In keeping with this tradition, we are encouraging our community to 
become more sustainable by becoming more energy-efficient.. 

Sustainable communities are defined as towns and cities that have taken steps to remain healthy over the 
long term. Sustainable communities have a strong sense of place. They have a vision that is embraced and 
actively promoted by all of the key sectors of society, including businesses, disadvantaged groups, 
environmentalists, civic associations, government agencies and religious organizations. They are places
that build on their assets and dare to be innovative. These communities value healthy ecosystems, use 
resources efficiently and actively seek to retain and enhance a locally-based economy. 

- Sustainable Cities Research Institute

We are asking individuals, organizations and businesses in Fayette county to support the Empower 
Lexington by reducing their annual energy use by 1% per year. These efforts will: 

 save our community money;

 create jobs by keeping money in the local economy;

 position us to be more economically competitive;

 conserve natural resources;

 increase our energy independence;

 create a more livable community;

 improve public health and;

 make our air and water cleaner.

Community stakeholders including business, non-profit, institutional, farming,and government 
representatives, reviewed information from 5 sectors critical to reducing energy consumption for 
Lexington and developed recommendations for the Empower Lexington plan. The recommendations are 
included on the back of this page. Representatives from each sector are set up around the room to 
answer questions about the recommendations and receive your comments and suggestions.
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RESIDENTIAL SECTOR
Goal: To provide residents with the resources and knowledge needed so they can live more sustainably, save energy and save 
money.
Recommendations:

 Increase public awareness of and demand for energy efficiency services and improvements

 Develop and promote systematic and professional “whole house” retrofit awareness and infrastructure

 Develop and promote diverse retrofit finance approaches applicable to the full range of housing types and 
ownership structures across Lexington

INDUSTRIAL/COMMERCIAL/INSTITUTIONAL SECTOR
Goal: To promote energy efficiency and provide businesses and organizations with the knowledge and tools needed to save 
energy and money.
Recommendations:

 Develop Aggressive Marketing Effort

 Develop Educational Energy Conservation Programs

 Distribute Tools to Benchmark Energy Usage

 Promote Energy Efficient & Sustainable Building Designs

 Incentivize Energy Improvement for Local Business

 Expedited Local Approval Processes

 Review Zoning Requirements

LAND USE, FOOD AND AGRICULTURE SECTOR
Goal: To preserve and enhance land and Bluegrass soils.
Recommendations:

 Preserve land with vegetative cover, in rural and urban areas, and promote the preservation and expansion of 
greenspace within Fayette County.

 Continue to expand farmland protection programs and explore innovative land preservation and conservation 
concepts with focus on protection of our unique and precious bluegrass soils.

 Promote best management practices for agricultural, residential, and commercial areas that maintain vegetation 
that sequesters carbon dioxide, preserves soil, and reduces surface water runoff.

 Support activities that continue the economic viability of agricultural uses of land in the Bluegrass region.

 Promote programs in the schools and in the community to raise awareness of the importance of food choices 
and how the production of foods can have far-reaching impacts on human health, the environment, and the 
communities where the foods are produced.

TRANSPORTATION SECTOR
Goal: To provide an efficient, interconnected transportation system that improves quality of life, saves Fayette County 
citizens time and money, and moves people and goods with less energy.
Recommendations:

 Develop Bike/Pedestrian Programs and Infrastructure based on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan

 Increase Transit Service and Coverage

 Promote Ridesharing- Regional Carpool/Vanpool/School Pool and commute Trip Reduction Marketing.

 Develop an Eco-driving Program

 Pursue Energy Efficient Highway Infrastructure and Congestion Relief Strategies

 Encourage Low Carbon/Alternative Fuels and Infrastructure

 Promote Energy Efficient Vehicles by Replacing, Retrofitting, Repowering, and/or Right-sizing

 Pursue Smart Streetlights; Remove Streetlights; Reduce Hours of Operation

WASTE SECTOR
Goal: For Lexington to pursue a zero waste vision.
Recommendations:

 Develop a comprehensive program to promote beneficial use of organic waste material

 Increase diversion of materials from landfills

 Energy from Waste- Use waste materials to generate energy

 Periodically investigate (and pursue if warranted) landfill mining
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Sheet1

				Council District		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177

						9		32		33		24		152		186		53		12		88		65		58		142		854



				Council District		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11

				2016														94

				2017		1								207		104		151

				2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347

				2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418

				2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		320		-		1413		2032		-

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		3901		284		2445		2368		765



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177

				FY2020		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165

				TOTAL:		9		35		47		26		171		212		61		22		103		105		62		166		1019



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2016														94										-		94

				FY2017		1								207		104		151										-		463

				FY2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347		-		6117

				FY2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418		-		6988

				FY2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		1732		23		1418		2055		-		-		5228

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		5313		307		2450		2391		765		-		18890
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Sheet1

		STREET TREE STATISTICS THRU FY20



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL						# of Trees Removed		LFUCG 
$ 
Expended		LFUCG 
$/Tree Removed

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173				FY2015		173		$61,439		$355

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157				FY2016		157		$73,906		$471

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184				FY2017		184		$101,407		$551

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163				FY2018		163		$96,128		$590

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177				FY2019		177		$129,192		$730

				FY2020		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165				FY2020		165		$96,873		$587

				TOTAL:		9		35		47		26		171		212		61		22		103		105		62		166		1019				TOTAL:		1019		$558,945





						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2016														94										-		94

				FY2017		1								207		104		151										-		463

				FY2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347		-		6117

				FY2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418		-		6988

				FY2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		1732		23		1418		2055		-		-		5228

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		5313		307		2450		2391		765		-		18890
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Sheet1

		STREET TREE STATISTICS THRU FY20



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL						# of Trees Removed		LFUCG 
$ 
Expended		LFUCG 
$/Tree Removed

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173				FY2015		173		$61,439		$355.14

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157				FY2016		157		$73,906		$470.74

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184				FY2017		184		$101,407		$551.13

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163				FY2018		163		$96,128		$589.74

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177				FY2019		177		$129,192		$729.90

				FY2020		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165				FY2020		165		$96,873		$587.11

				TOTAL:		9		35		47		26		171		212		61		22		103		105		62		166		1019				TOTAL:		1019		$558,945





						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2016														94										-		94

				FY2017		1								207		104		151										-		463

				FY2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347		-		6117

				FY2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418		-		6988

				FY2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		1732		23		1418		2055		-		-		5228

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		5313		307		2450		2391		765		-		18890
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