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AGENDA 
Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee 

July 5, 2022 
1:00 P.M. 

I. Approval of June 7, 2022 Committee Summary (1-4) 

II. Traffic Engineering: North Limestone Road Diet (F. Brown/Foley) (5-18) 

III. 5-Year Solid Waste Plan (F. Brown/Albright) (19-31) 

IV. Urban Forestry/Street Trees Update (McCurn/Queary) (32-45) 

V. Items Referred to Committee (46) 

“Environmental quality and public works committee to which shall be referred matters relating to the department 
of environmental quality and public works and its divisions, including capital improvement projects and any related 
partner agencies.- Council Rules & Procedures, Section 2.102 (3) as adopted by Urban County Council November 1, 
2018 

2022 Meeting Schedule 
February 1 July 5 
March 1 September 13 
May 3 October 11 
June 7 November 1 



 
 

Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee  
June 7, 2022 

Summary and Motions 
Chair F. Brown called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m. Committee Members Ellinger, Moloney, McCurn, 
Sheehan, Kloiber, and Bledsoe were present. Committee Members Kay, LeGris, and Worley was absent. 
Council Members Lamb, Baxter, Reynolds, and Plomin were also present as non-voting members. 

I. Approval of May 3, 2022 Committee Summary 

Motion by Ellinger to approve the May 3, 2022 Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee 
Summary. Seconded by Bledsoe. Motion passed without dissent.  

II. Annual Energy Improvement Plan   
 

James Bush, Program Manager with Division of Environmental Services Energy Initiatives, began with a 
review of FY21 utility expenses which total $19.2M and trending toward $20.6M for FY22. He highlighted 
the FY21 and FY22 lighting projects which have a total investment of $101,098. Solar projects include 
several solar stations and have a total investment of $132,711. He reviewed additional details on solar 
station #7 which is located in the Tates Creek area, illustrating cost and energy savings from that project. 
Other activities include building automation, Town Branch aeration blowers, and utility management. He 
noted that the FY23 outlook includes requested LED lighting, Solar PV Station #21, Solar PV+40kW in 
multiple locations, building automation, and a water quality energy audit. In closing, Bush stated that a 
comprehensive approach would be needed to flatten the curve or reduce trends. 

Moloney spoke about companies who have partnered with other cities (Amarillo, St. Paul, etc.) to save on 
energy and fuel costs by producing electric vehicles. With rising fuel costs, he suggested reaching out to 
these companies to discuss ways they can take our vehicles and make them electric.  
 
McCurn and Bush discussed estimated cost avoidance and if that includes increases in energy costs. Bush 
explained that this is typically done on a first year basis and would not include energy costs. He said some 
projects would include life cycle costing outward which would factor in fuel escalation, but those 
estimates are conservative. 
 
Sheehan spoke about the comprehensive approach and asked what might be the easiest way to proceed. 
Bush explained that this is a group discussion because there would be an increase in upfront costs, but 
there is a beneficial trade off.  
 
Ellinger and Bush discussed upfront costs that come with mapping out cost savings and evaluating the 
solar program. Bush said they look at which one will have a more favorable return. Ellinger spoke about 
$2,100 in savings from solar station #7 and he asked if there is a break-even point where we are making 
money. Bush said within a 20-year timeframe, the system should pay for itself. Ellinger asked why a certain 
amount of energy would need to be exported. Bush explained that there are times when the facility 
generates more solar energy than it uses and the excess energy has no place to go.  
 
No further comment or action was taken on this item. 
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III. Greenspace Commission / Greenspace Trust Merge

Jennifer Carey, Director of Division of Environmental Services (DES), presented an ordinance update that 
would eliminate the Greenspace Commission and transfer all of its members and duties to the Greenspace 
Trust. She highlighted major powers of the Greenspace Trust which include developing a Greenspace 
Management Plan, educating citizens, monitoring land, and recommending enforcement. Some of the key 
changes proposed by this update include membership expanded to those who live or work in Fayette 
County, broadened qualifications, reduced membership term, and removal by cause or operation of law. 
Carey requested that this committee review and consider the draft ordinance for approval. 

Bledsoe asked how they will ensure a variety of perspectives with this change. Kristan Curry, Greenspace 
Commission Coordinator, said they have seen attrition in membership and they carry 2-4 vacancies at 
most times. By providing a broad membership category, they would be able to fill vacancies more 
regularly. She pointed out that they invite potential candidates to a meeting prior to their appointment 
as a way to determine interest level, expertise, and professional background. Throughout the process, 
they evaluate these criteria, but having the flexibility in the ordinance would ensure having personnel to 
do hands-on projects. Bledsoe expressed concern that when setting policy, the membership may not have 
the education and expertise to make decisions. She asked about the thought process behind removing 
Fayette County resident as a requirement. Curry explained that both the membership body and the 
executive committee have supported this and thought it was necessary to expand membership in 
conjunction with shortening the term to encourage turnover and provide a variety of membership. 

Ellinger said there are always vacancies on the Greenspace Commission and Greenspace Trust and both 
entities were supportive of merging the two. He asked if there is a limit on the number of two-year terms. 
Curry confirmed there can be two consecutive terms, but she pointed out that filling a partial 2-year term 
would not count toward the two consecutive terms.  

Lamb asked who staffs the board currently. Curry explained that she and Demetria Mehlhorn work 
together to coordinate both entities. Lamb spoke about language in the ordinance that says “LFUCG shall 
provide an executive director and staff as needed” and she asked if there is opportunity down the road to 
create another workforce to help with this or if this. Mike Sanner, Attorney with the Law Department, 
explained that they will provide staff as well as an Executive Director as needed. Since staff is currently 
being provided, it fulfills that shall requirement. He said the Executive Director position is more flexible 
so if it ever needs to be a full-time position, it would be allowed.   

Plomin spoke about classifications being a frequent problem for boards and commissions when trying to 
find people to serve. Plomin spoke about language in the ordinance regarding “three (3) unexcused 
absences in any two (2) year period or in the event of absence from 25% of the meetings in any two (2) 
year period.” She asked if the decision to remove a member is at the board's discretion or if it is the 
mayor's decision. Curry said this would be a recommendation by the executive committee and notification 
would be forwarded to the mayor’s office.   

Moloney expressed concern with the word “shall” included in the language related to staffing. He asked 
why we would not go ahead and do this now because it seems like it would be something that is 
mandatory. Carey explained that currently it is not at a level where it would require a full-time position, 
but it is nice to have that provision in the draft ordinance. 
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Motion by Ellinger to repeal sections 2-326; 2-327; 2-328; 2-329; 2-330; 3-331; 2-332; 2-333; and 2-334 of 
the code of ordinances related to the Greenspace Commission. Seconded by Sheehan. Motion passed 
without dissent.  

Motion by Ellinger to accept the amendments to the Greenspace Trust [included in the packet]. Seconded 
by Sheehan. Motion passed without dissent. 

Motion by Kloiber to remove “or work” from the amendments in the packet (section 2-337 of the code of 
ordinances related to membership requirements). Seconded by Bledsoe. Motion failed 3-4 (yes: Bledsoe, 
Kloiber, and McCurn; no: Ellinger, F. Brown, Moloney, and Sheehan). 

Moloney asked why the committee wanted to have this language included. Carey explained that it was 
included with the hope that it would expand the pool of applicants by allowing members to either live or 
work in Fayette County. The committee feels that there is a significant number of people who travel here 
for work that might have an interest in serving on the Trust. Curry added that they have tried to fill the 
slate of membership and have actively tried to increase diversity. By expanding it to “live or work in 
Fayette County” would help accomplish both of those things. 

Lamb asked if there are people involved in this process now that this would negatively impact if this 
language was removed. Curry does not believe so considering the number of vacancies they have been 
unable to fill in the last three years.  

F. Brown asked what the membership is on each board currently. Curry said there are 15 voting members 
and 3 non-voting members on each. Carey pointed out that if you serve on the Greenspace Commission, 
you also serve on the Greenspace Trust. 

IV. Enforcement of Land Subdivision Regulations  
 

Director Carey provided a background on Article 18 of the Zoning Ordinance which pertains to the 
Landscape and Land Use Buffers. She reviewed proposed updates to the ordinance which would provide 
enforcement of land subdivision regulations regarding surety renewals. She explained that the Division of 
Environmental Services staff have been overseeing efforts related to minimum compliance with Article 18 
and having a Commercial Landscape Examiner on staff will achieve full oversight over the landscape 
requirements in Article 18. She added that, until citation authority extends to Article 18, staff will be 
impeded in enforcement of the commercial landscaping requirements. Procedures related to sureties are 
included in Section 4-8 of Article 4. In addition, expanding the assignment of citation authority over the 
surety renewal regulation to Environmental Services maintains the existing framework and aids the 
Division of Engineering as they work with developers to compel timely completion of public infrastructure. 
Carey concluded by requesting that this committee review and consider the draft ordinance for approval.  

F. Brown asked if this is an amendment to an ordinance or a new ordinance. Michael Cravens, Attorney 
with Law Department, explained that this is an amendment to section 14-10 of the code of ordinances.  
 
Motion by Moloney to amend section 14-10(f)(5) of the code of ordinances related to citation officers to 
add enforcement of article 18 of the zoning ordinance and section 4-8(d) of the land subdivision 
regulations. Seconded by Kloiber. Motion passed without dissent. 
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  KJT 06.24.2022 

V. Traffic Engineering: N. Limestone Road Diet  
 

This item was postponed to the July 5, 2022 Environmental Quality & Public Works Committee meeting.  

VI. Items Referred to Committee 

No comment or action was taken on this item. 

Motion by Bledsoe to adjourn at 2:15 p.m. Seconded by McCurn. Motion passed without dissent.  
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Sheet1

				Council District		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177

						9		32		33		24		152		186		53		12		88		65		58		142		854



				Council District		1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11

				2016														94

				2017		1								207		104		151

				2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347

				2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418

				2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		320		-		1413		2032		-

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		3901		284		2445		2368		765



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY15		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		0		21		20		15		39		173

				FY16		0		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157

				FY17		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		0		34		7		16		24		184

				FY18		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163

				FY19		3		6		16		0		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177

				FY20		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165

				FY21		0		5		1		3		2		5		1		2		2		12		2		11		46

				FY22		0		2		5		4		13		2		3		3		4		4		0		2		42

				TOTAL:		9		42		53		33		186		219		65		27		109		121		64		179		1107



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2016														94										-		94

				FY2017		1								207		104		151										-		463

				FY2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347		-		6117

				FY2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418		-		6988

				FY2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		1732		23		1418		2055		-		-		5228

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		5313		307		2450		2391		765		-		18890
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Sheet1

		STREET TREE STATISTICS THRU FY20



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL						# of Trees Removed		LFUCG 
$ 
Expended		LFUCG 
$/Tree Removed

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173				FY15		173		$61,439		$355

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157				FY16		157		$73,906		$471

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184				FY17		184		$101,407		$551

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163				FY18		163		$96,128		$590

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177				FY19		177		$129,192		$730

				FY2020		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165				FY20		165		$96,873		$587

				TOTAL:		9		35		47		26		171		212		61		22		103		105		62		166		1019				FY21		46		$32,729		$712

																																		FY22		42		$51,388		$1,224

																																		TOTAL:		1107		$643,062



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY2016														94										-		94

				FY2017		1								207		104		151										-		463

				FY2018		318		2832		-		367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347		-		6117

				FY2019		-		1138		-		-		-		1468		3061		-		787		116		418		-		6988

				FY2020		-		-		-		-		-		-		1732		23		1418		2055		-		-		5228

				TOTAL:		319		3970		-		367		303		2705		5313		307		2450		2391		765		-		18890
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Sheet1

		STREET TREE STATISTICS THRU FY20



						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL						# of Trees Removed		LFUCG 
$ 
Expended		LFUCG 
$/Tree Removed

				FY2015		2		8		4		1		40		22		1		-		21		20		15		39		173				FY2015		173		$61,439		$355.14

				FY2016		-		10		4		8		19		50		15		5		4		9		13		20		157				FY2016		157		$73,906		$470.74

				FY2017		2		7		5		10		21		40		18		-		34		7		16		24		184				FY2017		184		$101,407		$551.13

				FY2018		2		1		4		5		33		45		7		3		20		13		7		23		163				FY2018		163		$96,128		$589.74

				FY2019		3		6		16		-		39		29		12		4		9		16		7		36		177				FY2019		177		$129,192		$729.90

				FY2020		0		3		14		2		19		26		8		10		15		40		4		24		165				FY2020		165		$96,873		$587.11

				TOTAL:		9		35		47		26		171		212		61		22		103		105		62		166		1019				TOTAL:		1019		$558,945





						1		2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		TOTAL

				FY16														94												94

				FY17		1								207		104		151												463

				FY18		318		2832				367		96		1133		275		284		245		220		347				6117

				FY19				1138								1468		3061				787		116		418				6988

				FY20														1732		23		1418		2055						5228

				FY21				3935								2418														6353

				FY22		119						2600				592												663		3974

				TOTAL:		438		7905		0		2967		303		5715		5313		307		2450		2391		765		663		29,217
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